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Greetings;
Looking back over the past year, it is incredible to see all the exciting
changes happening in our local dressage community. Most notable was
the institution of the inaugural WNYDA Probono Youth Dressage Clinic at
Houghton College that highlighted the beautiful new indoor riding facility.
We had eight local dressage instructors teach 27 enthusiastic Youth in what
dressage is all about. There were 3 simultaneous lessons that took place;
two in the split new indoor arena and one lesson in the old indoor arena.
Talk about interesting, you could walk from lesson to lesson and see all different methods and techniques that instructors used to get their message
across to their students! Food and snacks were provided by Jo-Anne Young
and people enjoyed the raffle and the tack swap that occurred concurrently.
I have never seen a group of kids and parents that were so excited and
thankful that an event like this could be run! The instructors that so generously donated their time and expertise were Amanda Cunningham, Abby
Fulmer, Sandy Hider, Susan Kelley, Bobbie Kerr, Dru Malavese, Judy West,
and Gale Wolfe. Make sure to thank these folks for this worthy event.These
instructors were true ambassadors of our sport showing our young kids that
dressage can be fun!
The WNYDA endorsed Oktoberfest at Fox Run Equestrian was a big hit
with riders and auditors alike. Michael Barisone is unparalleled in his vast
experience not only by being an Olympian but by also training an Olympian!
Not only is Michael entertaining to listen to but with his vast experience in
dealing with so many different types of horses and riders he is able to really
connect with the riders and get readily seen results. Then
Saturday evening, Carol Heckman and Steve Nelson opened
their home to a well-attended potluck dinner where everyone
enjoyed great food, drink and had a
great time.

WNYDA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND RENEWAL FORM
OCTOBER 1, 2018 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2019
WNYDA Membership Benefits Include:
• WNYDA Quarterly Newsletter • WNYDA Awards Program • Membership Directory
• Discounts on WNYDA educational programs • Free classified advertising on our Web site
• WNYDA membership card and Vendor discounts • United States Dressage Federation GMO Membership*
Individual $55.00 — For members over 21 years of age as of 12/31/2018. These members receive all the above benefits, they may vote and hold
office, register for the WNYDA Awards Program, and participate in all WNYDA activities.
Individual Junior/Young Rider $40.00 — A JR/YR must be under age 22 as of 12/31/2018. This membership offers junior/Young Rider members
all the benefits and responsibilities of an Individual membership, EXCEPT: they may not vote or hold office. Those Jr/YR’s who wish to vote and
hold office, should join as an Individual member (above) but notate their date of birth for awards purposes.
Family $75 includes primary member and one family member. Add $20.00 for each additional family member regardless of existing USDF
membership. All members must be listed below. Members of a single household receive all the benefits of an individual membership EXCEPT:
only one USDF Connections magazine received as published. Only one parent may vote and hold office; All paid family members receive USDF
GMO membership. Jr/Yr must be under age 22 as of 12/31/2018.
Group $75.00 + $30.00 per Individual — Members of an institution or organization may join as a Group and receive all the benefits of WNYDA
Individual membership. Each individual within the Group has WNYDA voting rights and may hold office and will receive a USDF GMO
Membership. For more information on group membership, contact Jo-Anne Young at (716) 698-8708 or joanne.young@houghton.edu.
*All WNYDA members are automatically enrolled as USDF Group Member Organization members. $20.00 of your membership dues go directly to USDF for
this GMO membership which includes: USDF Connections Magazine, eligibility for USDF Rider Awards and University programs including a USDF GMO
membership rider number that can be used to compete in USDF Recognized Competitions. USDF Group Membership does not include all benefits of a USDF
Participating Membership

WNYDA MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Name:

$40.00 Junior (21 or under as of 12/31/18)
Junior date of birth:

Farm/Business:

$

$55.00 Individual: Select one of the following:
$
___ Professional ___ Amateur ___Vintage (over 50 by 12/1/18)

Street:

$75.00 Family includes 1 additional family member

City:
State:

WNYDA MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT

additional family members $20 each. List names below

Zip:

Phone:
Email:
USDF # :
Do we have your permission to publish your contact information
in the membership directory? (circle one) Yes or No
Would you like to receive digital copies of correspondence or
printed copies? (circle one) Digital or Printed or Both

$

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
$75.00 Group add $30.00 for each additional member

$

Donate additional funds to support WNYDA’s Educational
Programs, Trophy Maintenance & Display, Competitions $
Advertise on WNYDA’s web site: Include link below
$
Link only no charge to members, With an Image $30 (email us the
image at wnyda@wnyda.org)
Link: _______________________________

Total Amount from above:
Make checks payable to WNYDA

$

Check here: By joining WNYDA, I agree that I have read the Western New York Dressage Association (WNYDA) Ethics Clause:
As the guardians of the sport of dressage in the Western New York area, and because we operate in the public spotlight, we are
expected to conduct our affairs on a basis consistent with the great trust that has been placed in us. This requires our behavior to
conform to the highest ethical principles. For these reasons, WNYDA requires its members, volunteers and officers to conduct business
with integrity, to maintain a standard of ethical conduct consistent with the WNYDA Constitution and the regulations of all countries and
jurisdictions in which WNYDA conducts business and to be guided by the knowledge that we are guardians of dressage sport and must
maintain the values, spirit and ideals with the sport.
Check here if you agree to allow WNYDA’s use of photographs: Western New York Dressage Association (WNYDA) occasionally
uses photographs of members and participants in its publications and on its web site. By checking this box, you grant WNYDA
permission to use your and/or your child’s photo for such purposes. Therefore, you agree to indemnify and hold harmless from any
claims the WNYDA Board of Directors, WNYDA members, volunteers and agents.
MAIL THIS COMPLETED FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE to WNYDA to:

Alicia Rosenblatt, 10393 South Hill Road, Boston, NY 14025
716-866-8536 serendipity1998@aol.com

EASY AND FAST ONLINE APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE AT WNYDA.ORG
FOR INDIVIDUALS, YOUTH AND JUNIORS
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WNYDA 2018 Board
President’s Letter Con’t...
Looking forward, make sure you check out the riding clinic
with Agnieszka Majewski (“Agnes”) that Houghton College will be hosting on Friday evening, November 16th,
and Saturday and Sunday, November 17th and 18th. We
got to know Agnes recently when she agreed to provide
lessons to Houghton students after her judging responsibilities at the Recognized Houghton Show. Since the clinic
was not “full”, I fell into taking a lesson from her just to get
more experience for my young horse. Wow, I was really
impressed by her knowledge, sympathetic understanding,
and effectiveness in my lesson. Apparently, many others
felt the same way and Larissa Ries was able to get Agnes
back for this November clinic. WNYDA is hoping to host
two adult clinics with Agnes; one in the spring and one in
the fall of 2019. However, the running of these clinics is
dependent on WNYDA interest; contact a Board member
if you would like us to hold these clinics.
Finally, make sure to attend the 2018 Awards Banquet
and Social Sunday, December 2nd at Dibble’s Banquet
Center from 2-4 pm. I understand from our scorekeeper
that we will be giving out more awards than ever! It’s a
lovely afternoon to sit back, relax and have a good time
with old and new friends while celebrating the accomplishments of our colleagues. Our WNYDA Annual meeting will
be also be held at Dibble’s from 4-5 pm. Please note, you
do not have to attend the banquet to attend the WNYDA
Annual Meeting. Snacks will be provided, so stop in and
see what’s happening in WNYDA!
Happy Riding!
--Debbie Kondoff

HEAR YEA! HEAR YEA!
The new dressage tests are here! USEF and
USDF have just released the NEW 2019 dressage tests.
SHOW MANAGERS - make sure that all of your
2019 prize lists note that the current editions of
the tests will be used.
Download your copies at USDF now.

www.wnyda.org 

Officers
Deb Kondoff - President
Rikki Bruckman - Vice President
Alicia Rosenblatt - Treasurer
Amanda MacDonald - Recording Secretary
Kimberly Blaszak - Corresponding Secretary
At Large
Kait Webster - Director
Committees
Kimberly Blaszak - Scorekeeper
Alicia Rosenblatt - Membership

HOLD THE DATE
ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
AND MEETING
Please join us to celebrate everyone’s
achievements this year
Dibble’s Banquet Center, Batavia NY,
December 2, 2018
2:00-4:00 pm Dinner and Awards
4:00-5:00 pm Annual Meeting immediately
following (You do not need to attend the dinner
to attend the meeting)
Did you volunteer this year? Make sure to
submit your volunteer hours (preferrably
the verification form) to Kim Blaszak at
kimberlyblaszak@yahoo.com or mail directly
to 965 Gabbey Rd, Corfu, NY 14036

See you all there!
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Make a Difference!
Nominations/Vote for Opening Board Positions
Do you love dressage? Do you want to have more influence in how our club is focused?
Do you know a member that would be an amazing addition to our board team?
All nominees must be in good standing with WNYDA and must agree to accept the position and all
duties and responsibilities associated with that position prior to ballot release; this includes all “write‐in
nominations”.
We are currently seeking nominations for the following 2-year Board positions starting 2019:
President: Needs to be a member in good standing and should have served on the WNYDA Board of
Directors for a minimum of 2 years – must direct all programs, meetings and make sure all accounts are
current and accurate. The President is a non‐voting member of the Board of Directors.
Requires about 4‐8 hours per week.
Treasurer: Needs to be a member in good standing and should have served on the Board of Directors
for a minimum of 2 years ‐ the Treasurer is a voting member of the Board of Directors and handles all
the financial accounts of the organization and provides a detailed monthly report to the Board of
Directors and a detailed Annual Report to the entire WNYDA membership at the Annual Meeting.
Requires about 8‐12 hours per month.
Members‐at‐Large: 2 member‐at‐ large positions are currently open to any WNYDA member seeking to
become more involved in the operation and decision‐making processes of WNYDA. We welcome
diversity and collegiality in anyone wanting to contribute to this great organization. This is a non‐officer
voting position that requires monthly attendance at a centrally located meeting and attendance at
WNYDA sponsored events. These are key seats that we are currently missing.
Current meetings are centrally scheduled on Thursday evenings during the warm months and on Sunday
afternoons in the winter to not impact weekend showing schedules. All Board meetings are open to all
WNYDA members, however, make sure to call ahead to make sure that the time or venue for the meeting
has not been changed in the interim
Anyone wishing to run for office or wishes to nominate someone for office should contact nominating
chairperson, Kimberly Blaszak at kimberlyblaszak@yahoo.com.
Voting does not occur at the Banquet. We mail out the ballots to all of our members and then the completed
ballots are mailed back to Nominating Chairperson, Kim Blaszak. The results of the election will be announced at the Annual Awards Banquet.
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Our Youth Members - Pro Bono Clinic
Many smiling small faces were on board for their first-ever dressage lesson at Houghton College. Created
to expose younger riders to the system of dressage training, the clinic was filled to capacity for the day.
An outstanding volunteer Instructor team of Abby Fulmer, Amanda Cunningham, Sandy Hider, Bobbie
Kerr, Susan Kelley, Dru Malavase, Judy West and Gale Wolfe taught at the Houghton complex.
To boost the learning experience for all attendees, selected instructional videos were shown in one of
the Equestrian Center classrooms for all riders and auditors that took advantage of the extra learning
opportunity.

ABOVE: London Sequerth with Abby Fulmer

www.wnyda.org 

ABOVE: Grace Mitchell riding Rain with her
instructor Susan Kelley - Photo Provided by
Winnie Hettinger
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Our Youth Members - Pro Bono Clinic

Judy West teaching Anna D’Amore

Rider Charlotte Saraceni with
instructor Amanda Cunningham

Mikayla Kreamer working with
Amanda Cunningham
6 Follow us on Facebook

Dru Malavese offering her expertise to
student Brooke Hanning

Instructor Susan Kelley with Laura Mount

The WNYDA raffle table held lots of
goodies for everyone
Western New York Dressage Association

Agnieszka Majewska received her FEI*** (3-star)
judges license in her native Poland. She lives in
northern Florida with her husband, where she regularly trains horses and teaches lessons between
her judging assignments.
She thoroughly enjoys helping riders advance
their riding technique and helping them develop
their horses’ training. She takes great joy in helping educate riders so that they can be successful.
Rider Fee: $115/ 45 minutes - CLINIC IS FULL at
printing
Auditor Fee: $20
November 16-18, 2018
Houghton College Equestrian Center
Contact: Larissa Ries
585.567.8142
larissa.ries@houghton.edu

SAFE SPORT TRAINING MANDATORY FOR 2019 FOR
ANY USDF PARTICIPATION
In response to a changing social climate of what constitutes unacceptable behavior, USEF has drafted an explicit
document that discusses what constitutes Misconduct
(Sexual, Emotional, Physical), Bullying, Harassment, and
Hazing.
This is a document that all USEF officials, judges, and
managers must agree to before being allowed to officiate
in any USEF sanctioned show or event as of 2018-2019.
Furthermore, all judges, technical delegates, L-judges and
show managers of our Houghton and WNYDA Summer
Festival Shows and all of our Challenge Series Shows
must be cognizant of, and comply with, the terms set forth
in this document.
To read the full document go to USET.org “Safe Sport
Policy.”
INTRODUCTION:
There are numerous reasons to engage in equestrian
sport at any level, from the beginner to the Olympic athlete. Equestrians share a love for the sport and a personal
bond with the horse. People often engage in equestrian
sport, whether in the role of an athlete, official, staff member or other participant, because of their love of horses
and simply to have fun. In addition, equestrian sport
encourages a healthy lifestyle and builds self-confidence.
Unfortunately, sport can also be a high-risk environment
for misconduct. All forms of misconduct are both intolerable and in direct conflict with the United States Equestrian
Federation’s Mission Statement, to provide access to and
increase participation in equestrian sport at all levels by
ensuring fairness, safety and enjoyment.

www.wnyda.org 
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WNYDA Regional Clinic Showcase
Annual Oktoberfest Clinic with Michael Barisone at Fox Run Equestrian

Amanda Cunnigham on Aiden
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Liz Doherty on Shangrila Bolero
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WNYDA Members at Large
Hepler Competes at the Retired Racehorse Makeover, Lexington, KY
With 180 entries in Dressage and 52 entries in Freestyle, WNYDA and CDCTC member, Sarah
Hepler of Trumansburg, NY enjoyed a highly
successful week of competition while making a wellreceived statement about supporting riders at
every level.
Along with an overall 3rd place in Dressage and an
emotional and popular ride for 8th place in the Freestyle final, Hepler took her 7 year old, OTTB Flat Leaver
(Finger Lakes), with only 30 post-track rides to prep for
the event.
The RRP event is held every fall to encourage
people to explore the versatility of the American
Thoroughbred, with divisions in Trail, Working Ranch,
Dressage, Show Jumping, Show Hunter, Field Hunter,
Freestyle, Polo and Barrel Racing.

ABOVE: Sarah Hepler and her
OTTB gelding, “Fletcher”
RIGHT: Hepler during Dressage in the Rolex
arena at the Kentucky Horse Park

The purpose of the Western New York Dressage Association shall be to foster
an interest and understanding among horse-people in dressage through
educational activities for horse and rider. The programs of this non-profit
organization will be directed towards an understanding of dressage riding by
its members; WNYDA will cooperate with all groups or individuals interested
in the development and promotion of dressage.

a
www.wnyda.org 
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WNYDAAwardsBanquetReservationForm
Pleasepostmarkby11/15/2018–Phoneonlyafterthatdate:Kim716Ǧ481Ǧ7367

Name(s)_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
DinnerChoice(s)ȋ̈́͵ͲǤͲͲȌ
Beef

___________________

Chicken

___________________

Vegetarian

___________________

Numberofdinnersordered_________



PleasemakechecksouttoWNYDAandmailto:Kim
Blaszak,965GabbeyRoad,Corfu,NY14036
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Houghton College Arena Dedication

October 6, 2018
Houghton College Equestrian Center
Arena Dedication
Held with a packed audience in the bleachers, and
the equestrian students in attendance, the arena was
officially dedicated by the Board and President Mullen.
During the ceremony it was announced that the space
would now officially become the Jo-Anne Young Arena,
to honor the professor emeritus and past program
director.
After the ceremony, all attendees enjoyed a wide
variety of demonstration rides of all disciplines, pony
rides, and refreshments.

www.wnyda.org 
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Organization
US Postage
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Rochester, NY
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wnyda.org
WNYDA is a USDF
Group Member
Organization. Members
are automatically
USDF Group Members.
Western New York Dressage
Association - Please check
out our page for the latest club
updates and reminders and share your
photos of dressage happenings from
WNYDA shows and events.

Fall/Winter Calendar of Events
Check WNYDA.org for complete event information, as well as additional events!

November 11, 2:00 pm
Board of Directors Meeting
Warsaw, NY
November 16,17,18
Dressage Clinic with Agnieszka Majewska
Houghton College Equestrian Center
December 2, 2:00-5:00 pm
WNYDA Awards Banquet & Annual Meeting
Dibble’s Banquet Center, Batavia NY

